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Make Gambia
Smile Again

AMADOU JAITEH

Gambian
Diplomat and
International
Lawyer

The Legal Adviser at the Permanent
Mission of The Gambia to the United
Nations in New York From 2016 - 2025.
One of The Gambia’s most Influential
Voices in Multilateral Diplomacy, leading
laondmark initiatives in Climate Justice,
Peacebuilding, International Cooperation,
Promotion and Protection Human Rights
and Progressive Development of
International Law.
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= OUR VISION FOR A BETTER GAMBIA

For too long, The Gambia’s potential has been hindered by corruption, inefficiency, and a
reliance on external aid. Over half a century after independence, many citizens still await
the promise of true development and equitable prosperity. Now, at a critical juncture in our
nation’s history, Gambians are yearning for bold and transformative leadership to turn the
fide. Project PROGRESS has emerged to answer that call.

Project PROGRESS is more than a political movement. It is a vision for a new Gambia that
is united, just, and prosperous. Our vision is to build a nation anchored on transparency,
accountability, inclusivity, and innovation, where every citizen, irrespective of background,
enjoys equal opportunity to thrive.

= OUR MISSION

To realize this wvision, our mission is to deliver
people-centered governance that truly serves the public. We
will do so through transparent leadership and accountable
institutions, fair distribution of resources and effective
management of development, empowerment of youth,
women, and marginalized communities, strategic global
partnerships that advance our national interests, and
sustainable economic growth rooted in innovation,
agriculture, and tourism.

This manifesto outlines how we will achieve these goals. It
details our plans to overhaul governance, revitalize the
economy, and uplift the social well-being of all Gambians. It
is both a call to action and a promise: to bring about real
PROGRESS that tfouches every Gambian life and secures
our nation’s future.




= Priority Agenda

1. Cost of Living

Reducing the cost of living begins
with promoting national self-reliance
and food security. PROGRESS
envisions a Gambia that produces
what it consumes and consumes
what it produces. We will support
local farmers through targeted
subsidies, investment in  smart
farming tfechniques, and access to
modern equipment to increase
productivity and yields. Our approach
will also include a national campaign
to diversify eating habits towards
nutritious, home-grown alternatives
over imported food, fostering both
health and economic sustainability.

2. Elimination of Corruption

Corruption has crippled development
and eroded public trust. PROGRESS
will declare corruption a national
emergency from day one. We will
establish an Independent
Anti-Corruption Commission vested
with powers of investigation, arrest,
and prosecution, operating under the
administrative  oversight of the
National  Assembly. Audit and
Commission of Inquiry reports will be
fully enforced, and costly
commissions will be replaced by
time-bound criminal investigations.
Penalties for corrupt practices will be
significantly increased to deter abuse
and restore accountability in public
service.
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3. Ending Wastefulness
& Cost Cutting

To free up national resources for
development, PROGRESS will end
wasteful government expenditure. We
will rationalise ministries, reduce from
20 - 8 ministries, foreign fravel and
perks, and streamline the civil and
foreign services to improve efficiency
and unnecessary cost. Savings from
these reforms will be redirected to
critical sectors such as education,
healthcare, agriculture and
infrastructure, ensuring that every
dalasi of public funds serves the
people’s interest.

4. Overhaul of the Health System

PROGRESS will embark on a complete
overhaul of the healthcare system
using a bottom-up approach that
prioritises primary and preventive
healthcare. We will implement a One
Village, One Doctor policy to ensure
universal access to medical
professionals, declare maternal
mortality a national emergency, and
eliminate import duties on female
sanitary products. Public hospitals will
be removed from under fthe direct
confrol of the Ministry of Health and
placed under an  autonomous,
professionally run authority focused on
quality service delivery and
accountability.
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5. Overhaul of the Education Curriculum

Education reform will be at the heart of national fransformation. PROGRESS will
undertake a comprehensive overhaul of the education curriculum fo align with the

needs of the 21st century and national development goals. Emphasis will be placed on
civic education, innovation, entrepreneurship, and national pride. The teaching profession
will be restructured to attract and retain the best minds through better remuneration,
professional development, and social recognition, ensuring that teachers become true
nation-builders.

6. Radical Reform of Local Governance

The present local government system

has been weakened by politicisation,

corruption and inter-party feuds, such
that councils spend more time on
constant partisan squabbles than on
development. PROGRESS will
dismantle this model and replace it
with a people-centred system that
puts decision-making and

accountability at the community level.

At the foundation will be Village

Development Committees (VDCs),

chosen in  democratic  village
elections and structured fo include
youth, women, elders and persons
with disabilities so that every group
has a voice.

7. Security and Public Safety

From fthis base, representaftion will move
upward fo the district, regional and national
levels through wuniversal suffrage, with
candidates selected on the strength of their
ideas, competence and service to their
communities rather than party label. To stop
leakages in local governance, revenue
collection will be centralised at the national
level and shared back to the regions through
automatic, fransparent allocations. To further
reduce costs and political tensions,
parliamentary and presidential elections will
be held on the same day. In this new
dispensation, local governance will be driven
by community priorities, fairness and service
and not partisanship or personality clashes.

The Gambia’s development depends on peace, stability, and public frust. PROGRESS will
implement the long-awaited security-sector reform to ensure professionalism, discipline,
and merit-based recruitment. Training and remuneration will be improved to attract
capable and patriotic officers. A reformative, rather than punitive, criminal justice system
will be implemented to promote rehabilitation and reintegration. Community policing will
be strengthened to build trust between law enforcement and citizens, ensuring that every
community feels protected, secure, and free fo thrive.




||I|m||||“""'

[l

1r

OGRESS

calpudll clgil - ¥

a8l (paig

araidl Jai oo asibhgll ajlgoll pupail
odiu PROGRESS  laidl (ke
gyl pgdian gagoll  noglall
A Wl T. oo Laaac gagasig aalljgll
wljliiodlg ajlall (pll jaudlg .uljljg
aylallg  axiaodl  caloaall  buswsig
pé adlill Julaig aclasll  Gaail
aaildl aljgagll aagi ol .dyygpadl
digia alelbd (pll alllodl ada e
achjillg amnll alcdly oayeill Jio
oo guadlla Ja gl plosd s axiaill dxidlg

" sl éalno 033y dolell Jlgodll.

Janll olaill adla) -

gritin PROGRESS JoLir allal (pné
agi Plhatwl amoll alefdl ol

anll alepll dyglgdll pbey saclni

848" Guulpw daiiw Glaglly auglll
&oall Jong plonl "aalg wuuh sdaalg
dbagll Gleig puubll Guigell (all
gelig sdsihg {s)lgh dlh dapwlaill
daanll dbikell (ple adpoall oguyll
Gibadiamedl il o bl
aljgl apsiliodl apbusull Cai o dolsll
Jiai &latuo dhlw i lgangg sl
dload ouadi (ple jAyig (palpal Jhuiu

alcbusollg agall dylle.

ciliglgdll dadal =

. .'." II...IS.. .I

aloicdll jujois ddueoll aaldi gaas iay
ssenll (ple (pilaell Golllg Gilall (ple
Qi Luole 03&ill polipy jgniy . pibgll
o il Lo cllgibwig llgibwi Lo
aliledl JUa go  Gudaodl  Gacyljall
achl ailisi (na jlodiwdllg .égagell
aiuaall dlasoll (nll Jgngllg .audall
Liagi Jouiaw . Junlballg o.ul.x.n.l]lo:h_;]
aulall Glalell gigisl rilg éloa Ly
a3l oo Uay dylaog did2o Jilay gai
dolailwdlg dwll jjei loo ,d35giuall

dualniaall.

abwall (ple clball -7

adi Jagdg awodill aLuwall gl aal
Oleiw .jggoall PROGRESS aLuall
Jodll pgdll 5o dyibhg gsylgh dlla
aLusall ‘Gaalio) alatme dial £ i
Jlaicdly  gudaill il .‘J“”M““..““ﬂ“.'.
ladl alpidl cni Josig sdlaliallg
sldi a480 eipw Syibgll &eaall
WJolsll  &rapdaill  &ialllg  dealjoll
Alasants aalsall olalll Jlasiul i
Jbgdell dalij iy .60l 82320 duilia
conde JSoiu daalall  Cibuglowdl
oulg dcbwdll gayl judqalcbuoll dalsil
dolall 8023l (na.



agogleill aalioll adn] -0

©P9diw . pidagll Jgaill oson (na ouleill Glhin] 98w PROGRESS aalioll Jobuw adnb
Jab il pigon Jauidngll Gpoddll mlmlg Oapnallg sabll oall Glabial go (uileiil drouleill
w3l digo albua Gale] odw . pidagll JIJJ.CJ“Q Jlocdll aaLyyg jlaiadllg dxiaoll o.uJ.dl e
sncloiadl walyicllg pigoll pghbillg )92l Graai JUA oo lgy Blaiadllg Jgdell ,J.n.nl wial

dodll Guadada élia ¢ g.o.l.a.o.lle.LmUIU.nmlo.o

sl p8all (5533 adln] -1

w]! ..“I".’. ..II |....... ,'Jul_.,uj“ I.:-m 0.09
duibgllg droulddllg dulaoll Libigiuall
Jbaal g0 plell ghidall JUia oo
paylial 698 gulul (ke guiipoll
0o Uay pgileainel ngioaig ogicladg
oo dbpuddl wadgl .gujall ogiledil
ke dilalpdll groai oiu s plaodl 044l
Ghliall (ple lg=ijgig (pibhgll ds'f-qul
o.:.a.ul.s.w.ll uIJ.ngJlg m.:JlSJ.II Julailg
asilodydl cabilaiiall (spaiw bl Jbuin
e (pa ool uai (o duwliglg
Jall 08all aagi ol sagaall rt:)Lh.lL.II
d023allg walnillg goiaoll aliglgdl Liag

om;\.udlul.cl_;.nllglo.uplluu.dg

il (plaoll p8all olbi caeal aal
OH Gladallg ablwallg guuwddl wiooun
ng Juodi gullall UI dajal .ul_pJJI
J..LﬁlO_}.OJ.uJ..OJlO.UJA“Ul.ﬂ.llJ.”U’LOdgbl
Apoddl (nd apdi (il Gdgll Go

©ogdlu PROGRESS I|aa ;L:.S.n.u
waldl (e j4p olbbiy allagisulg aagoddl
S oo u\l.c alcLuollg jlpall gin goug
g gubudl ygiumg .plaodl goizall
sl aoii glal (VDCs), e il
ke athljdosn Gbbdl pa Laybdal
bl ol Cigay JSodiig dupdll (sgiuo
$93 wabidiilly Gl jLAg <Luillg
" Gign dcgoao JAl oghy iy aaledll.

aolell dotludlg godl -1

4iilw .dolell adillg Jilwdlg oludl (ple buolé jghai aoiey PROGRESS Jlhb (55l adndll
SYRNLV . VTR JIEEY] UuL;.uI e vasagillg hlbuaidlg walpadl glosl oodl glbé pa qjlbdil
sguldc guilg s lln] ayilia allac plai 34415 0w .Gaibhgg :I.nﬁlbh.n u:a.l_jg.:.lllg wayadll
alail dlbluw G daill <Ll dreoixedl db il jajei oisw alo:J]I dalclg d.u.ml.u.ll dale| jujeil

Jlaajdl (na dupallg olodllg djleally gaino J4 yeuin ol olanrg rouihlgollg Gailall.



